Objective: To determine whether the use of noninvasive positive pressure ventilation (NPPV) in the emergency department (ED) 
Study Location and Patients
The study was conducted in an urban university-affiliated teaching hospital, Barnes-Jewish Hospital (900 beds). During a 6-month period (July 1996 to December 1996), patients with acute respiratoiy distress in the ED were potentially eligible for this investigation. Patients were entered into the study if they were older than 18 [16, 93] 82.0±64.8 [15, 74] 54.3±55.3 [15, 35] 84.5±58.9 [11, 70] 66.1±65.3 [10, 55] 336.9+188.7 [16, 275] 95.8±113.1 [11, 60] 92.7±97.6 [10, 58] 56.6±41.4 [10, 60] 66.2±47.7 [9, 59] 70.3±37.7 [6, 76] 346.9+267.4 [11, 338] 
